SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT
AND WATCHFUL FAITH

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time e Year A
Divine Office: Week Il ® 4 October 2026

Faith
and
Reason

The close relationship between faith

and reason has been central to

Catholic theology from its earliest
centuries. We saw this in our first article
about St Paul debating with philosophers in
Athens. Subsequently, St Augustine present-
ed faith not as contrary to reason but as its
necessary precondition. St Thomas Aquinas
argued that faith and reason operate as two
distinct but complementary paths to truth.
For him, truth is indivisible.

The school of thought known as the Enlight-
enment (c. 1685 to 1820), however, treated
faith as irrational. The First Vatican Council
(1870) insisted that faith and reason are har-
monious and the common quest resumed,
one example being St John Henry Newman'’s
exploring the rationality of the act of faith it-
self. The Second Vatican Council (1962-65)
affirmed the legitimate autonomy of human
reason and science, leading thirty years later
to Pope John Paul II's encyclical, Fides et Ra-
tio (“Faith and Reason, 1998) which offered a
comprehensive treatment of the relationship
between the two.

Even before he became Pope, Karol Wojtyla
was a dominant Christian leader and thinker
exercising a watchful faith during the final de-
cades of the twentieth century and well into
our current century.

Wojtyla was both poet and philosopher;
both theologian and pastor. He had enormous
energy and zest for life. Gaining two doctor-
ates, he lectured in ethics at the Catholic Uni-
versity of Lublin in Poland and the Jagiellonian
University in Krakow. At age 38 he was made
auxiliary bishop of Krakow.

As a poet, Karol Wojtyla retained a lively
sense of wonder which stirred his questioning
mind. His published verse ranges over serious
questions we all face: the meaning of our exis-
tence, issues of loss, suffering, doubt, memory,
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and most of all, the mystery of the inner life.

With his sharp intellect he was alert to
philosophical trends: how today’s focus often
becomes tomorrow’s fashion, often impinging
on people’s faith. When he came to writing
the encyclical, Fides et Ratio, he began with
a homely analogy: “Faith and Reason are like
two wings on which the human spirit rises to
the contemplation of truth.”

Using St Anselm’s words he confessed, “I
believe that I may understand; I understand
that I may believe”. Even if one’s starting
point is faith, intelligible vocabulary is re-
quired. The deeper one’s faith, the greater the
demands on reason.

On the other hand, if reason is one’s start-
ing point, we may critically engage with the
faith phenomenon. The divine can be detected
in nature, and in people of wisdom and com-
mon sense.

Successor to Pope John Paul II, Pope Bene-
dict XVI argued in his carefully worded 2010
address at Westminster Hall, for the interde-
pendence of faith and reason and their cor-
rective role in public life. For Benedict, reason
without religious input is vulnerable to “ideo-
logical manipulation”. We have only to look at
the slave trade, to say nothing of twentieth
century totalitarianism, to witness the denial
of human dignity.

Religion, in its turn, needs reason as a bas-
tion against fundamentalism and sectarian-
ism. Neither can function well in isolation.
Speaking to all UK parliamentary represen-
tatives, Benedict called for ongoing dialogue
between religious belief and secular rational-
ity - faith and reason - in the public domain
of politics, science and philosophy.
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:

Within your will, O Lord, all things are established
and there is none that can resist your will. For you
have made all things, the heaven and the earth,
and all that is held within the circle of heaven;
you are the Lord of all.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 5:1-7.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 80.

RESPONSE:
The vineyard of the Lord of hostsis the house of Israel.

1. You brought a vine out of Egypt;
you drove out the nations and planted it.
It stretched out its branches to the sea;
to the River it stretched out its shoots. R

2. Then why have you broken down its walls?
It is plucked by all who pass by the way.
It is ravaged by the boar of the forest,
devoured by the beasts of the field. R

3. God of hosts, turn again, we implore;
look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted,
the son of man you have claimed for yourself. R

4. And we shall never forsake you again;
give us life that we may call upon your name.
O Lord God of hosts, bring us back;
let your face shine forth, and we shall be saved. R

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:6-9.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Alleluia, alleluial! | chose you from the world that
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit
should abide, says the Lord. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:33-43.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
The Lord is good to those who hope in him, to the
ksoul that seeks him.

By popular request, the 2023 Catholic
Link series on illness, wellbeing, healthcare
and related issues has been collated and
compiled under one cover.

God's will is indeed for us to have fullness

of life, despite the experience of human
limitation and finitude. It is precisely there
that we encounter a compassionate Christ
who reveals to us the mystery of a God of
mercy. May this booklet be a help to growing
in a deeper spirituality for health and
wellbeing, sickness and suffering.
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THE WEEK AHEAD

Live the Word

Mon 5 Oct (St Faustina Kowalska, R)
Galatians 1:6-12; Psalm 111; Luke 10:25-37

"lam Love and Mercy itself. When a soul approach-
es Me with trust, | fill it with such an abundance of
graces that it cannot contain them within itself, but
radiates them to other souls.” - Diary of St Faustina

Tue 6 Oct (St Bruno, Pr)

Galatians 1:13-24; Psalm 139; Luke 10:38-42
All that God requires of us, is that in our service of oth-
ers we have the right heart, the right intention - that
above all things we love God, others and ourselves.
We must do everything with love.

Wed 7 Oct Our Lady of the Rosary

Acts 1:12-14; Resp: Luke 1:46-55; Luke 1:26-38

“How beautiful is the family that recites the Rosary
every evening! The Rosary is a prayer both so humble
and simple and theologically rich in Biblical content.
| beg you to pray it.” - St John Paul Il

Thu 8 Oct Liturgy of the Day

Galatians 3:1-5; Resp: Luke 1:69-75; Luke 11:5-13
Atthe start of each day spend ten minutesreading Scrip-
ture, and before long you will have no trouble thinking of
ways to growin your faith. .. or spend some time reading
spiritual books each day... or ten minutes quiet time.

Fri 9 Oct (Ss Denis, B & Companions, Ms)
Galatians 3:7-14; Psalm 111; Luke 11:15-26

St Denis was sent to Gaul from Rome in the third
century. He was beheaded in the persecution un-
der Emperor Valerius in 258. This patron of France is
regarded as the first bishop of Paris.

(St Daniel Comboni, B)

Galatians 3:22-29; Psalm 105; Luke 11:27-28

"Comboni's spirituality was contemplating the com-
passionate love of Jesus, the Good Shepherd who
sacrificed himself for humanity. This contemplation
fueled his own passion for Africa." - Comboni Fathers

Sun 11 Oct 28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 25:6-10; Psalm 23; Matthew 22:1-14

"Why is there a war?... Because | and my neighbor
... do not have enough love. Yet we could fight war
... by releasing, each day, the love that is shackled
inside us, and giving it a chance to live." - Efty Hillesum

KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST, Memorial; {Optional Memorial)
R=Religious; Pr=Priest; Ms=Martyrs; B=Bishop

Sat 10 Oct
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CHRIST THE KING PARISH

PARISH NOTICES

1154 Woodlands Drive, Queenswood, PRETORIA,
0186
Webpage: Christ the King Queenswood
Tel: 012 3334738

MASS INTENTIONS OCT 2026

03 Sat 17h00 RIP Mario Balanco
RIP Clementina de Nobrega
Soul of Antonio Balanco
Jose Blanco 60th Birthday
In thanksgiving for our
Marriage
04 Sun 09h00 In thanksgiving for opening
our business
For a successful surgery -
Elizabeth Marquart
For the intentions of Roger
Germany and Mbali Dlamini
10h00 NO MASS
17h00 NO MASS
05 Mon | 18h00 COMMUNION SERVICE
06 Tues 18h00 Thanking God for his love
07 Wed 18h00 In thgnksgwmg fothe
opening of our business
08 Thu 18h00 In thénksglvmg for Fhe
opening of our business
09 Fri 18h00 RIP Delio & Diana Senatore
SICK LIST

We pray for the sick, housebound and
their caregivers.

Richard Heslop, Shammy Naidoo, Kevin
Demmer, Harold de Jongh, Gordon
Milburn, Veronica Wheater, Leonardo,
Ken Walters, Wendy Elliott, Margaret de
Wet, Genevieve van der Merwe, Gideon
Wathen, Nadine Botha, Enita Davies,
Michael Serrao, Vincent S and Pat Vosloo

SECOND COLLECTION FOR MISSION MONTH
The second collection for Mission month starts
this weekend and runs through the month
finishing on the weekend of 25th of October.
Please give generously.

CONFIRMATION

There will be Confirmation in the Parish on the
18th of October 2026 at the 10h00 Mass.
Confessions and practise for the Confirmand i’s
will be on the 16th of October at 18h30.

If possible, please attend other Masses in the
parish to allow space for family members. There
will not be an evening Mass on this day.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

There will be First Holy Communion on the 25th
of October 2026 at the 10h00 Mass. Final
Reconciliation for the First Holy Communion
will take place at 08h00 on the morning of the
24th of October 2026. If possible, please attend
other Masses in the parish to allow space for
family members. There will not be an evening
Mass on this day.

PUBLIC ROSARY

There will be a public rosary held outside the
Denis Adami Center on Saturday the 10th of
October at 11H45 for 12H00. For more info,
please contact Grace Sebastian on
0764807805. Public Rosary coordinated
nationally by South Africa Needs Our Lady.
BAPTISMS:

Our next baptism will be on the 8th of
November after the 10am Mass. All parents
wanting to baptise their children must contact
the parish office to make an appointment with
Fr Daniel.

NO 17h00 MASS

There will not be a 17h00 Mass on the 4th, the
18th and the 25th of October due to the events
happening on the day.

WORLDWIDE FLAVOUR FESTIVAL

The wait is over. Sunday 4th October is the day!
Here is a quick checklist to make sure you are
ready: @ Where: Loreto School Grounds

® When: Right after 9am Mass

[f& Wear: Your favorite cultural attire or bright
colors. Bring your family, invite your neighbors
and work colleagues. See you there.
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PARISH FINANCES

PARISH OFFICE

TITHING:

All parishioners who are tithing can find the record of
payments made on the notice board. Please check
that your payment is registered. If you would like to
tithe, please fill in the form in the box.

Please continue to support our Parish via the
banking details or the attached Snapscan code
Email details: Finance@christking.org.za
Banking details:

Christ the King Catholic Church

Standard Bank Branch 051001

Main Account No. 011564733

Tithing Account No. 011181230

Scan the SnapCode to comple

d Catholic Church

Parish Priest:

Fr. Daniel Kivuw’a IMC

Tel: 012 3334738 /071 306 3769
Email: dankbwa@yahoo.fr

Parish Office Administrator:
Angela Solomons
secretary@christking.org.za

Office Hours:

Mon to Fri 07h30 - 15h30

Tel: 0123334738

For any appointments with Fr. Daniel, please
contact Angela, she manages Fr. Daniel’s
diary.

University Chaplain:
Fr Charles Mundia 071 364 0150
Email: cmundia@gmail.com

CARITAS

NEWS

Gently Used Children's Clothing Needed
We are collecting gently used children's
clothing and toys for our outreach program.
We are looking for gently used, wearable
clothing in all children's sizes to support
families in need within our community.
Items needed:

e  Baby clothing

e  Toddler clothing

e  Children's shirts, pants, dresses,

and skirts

e Jackets and sweaters

e  Shoesin good condition

e  Blankets and other children's

essentials

All donated items should be clean and in good
condition. Your generosity will help bring
comfort and dignity to children and families
who need support.
For donation drop-off information, please
contact the parish office.
Thank you for helping us make a difference in
the lives of local families.

CHRIST THE KING OUTREACH PROGRAMME

We provide various food parcels, baby and adult
clothing, all household items and toys to the
less fortunate. We support various homes for
both adults and children. Should you have items
that you wish to donate these can be dropped
off at the parish office during the week or left in
the baskets at the back of the church over the
weekends. We continue to assist many families
in our parish with everyday necessities thanks to
your generous donations. Should you wish to
donate to this worthy cause our banking details
are:

Christ the King Catholic Church Queenswood:
Standard bank, Cheque account, Account
number 011182709, Branch code 000145

“Whatever you did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me." (Matthew 25:40)
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