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Cast down but         
    Unconquered

Cast down but         
      Unconquered

The year 2020 was received with much jubilation at its start, many if not all, were extremely excited about the 
year and its promises. The year, more dramatic than any other, has finally come to an end, though its drama 
might go on a little longer.  We may differ about its impact in our lives, but I am certain that it leaves us all 
shaken for better for worse.

This was a very unique year and in all honesty; I am grateful I went through it.  
Blaise Pascal, a Catholic Cleric and thinker, holds the view that a human being is built in such a way that he 
comes out victorious in every circumstance.  That is how we are created, according to Pascal.  
He emphasizes his point by saying that even though we could be wiped away by the Tsunami, we are mightier 
than the Tsunami thanks to our capacity to think.  He calls the human person A Thinking reed.  
Swayed and tossed by the wind like all other reeds but we are a reed of a special kind: we are aware, 
we can think, we can make sense.  Even as the Tsunami can kill it does not know that it does, but you, 
by virtue of knowing that it does, you become mightier and victorious.

You and I can make sense of our suffering, we are in control, we have far greater chance of being our better self 
that the famous infamous pandemic that has hit us so hard this very year. I think Pascal has a point.
There is much advantage in the story, in the capacity to make sense of our experience. 
I think Chinua Achebe had a similar thought in mind when he dared to say, ‘it is the story that survives both the 
warrior and the war drum’.  The story is that well thought out narrative. In Psychology narrative therapy is the 
common word. There is power right there; if you have eye to see it. So dear family in Christ, we are still going on 
despite being bruised, shaken, battered and the fact that we are still here burdened by the aftermath, we are 
better, we are strong.  Only if we could all see it.

St Paul in the Second Letter to the Corinthians 4: 7-11 admits all hardships imposed by Life and yet affirms 
the work of the Amazing Grace of God which sees us all through these hardships. This grace has been with us 
through the various pains of this year. We have a reason to hope, to dream again, to make a leap of faith and 
claim that all shall be well again. We have learned new lessons, we are invited to begin again, 
and most certainly try new ways. It appears the old order is gone, what lies ahead of us all is the ‘new heaven 
and the new earth.’ All signs are there that we are faced with the unfamiliar ahead of us….
Life invites us all to adapt and survival is guarantee for those who can adapt to an environment that is new.

May the souls of those faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  May the Lord of all comfort 
and guide us as we get closure over our thousand losses. We are grateful for the efforts of the fellow 
parishioner who did their keep alive some normality in the parish life. Through your noble efforts we are 
able to say; NOT ALL WAS BAD.  LET US DO IT ALL OVER AGAIN.

BON VOYAGE to Reverend Father Peter Switala and Reverend Deacon Tony Tweehuijsen as you begin all over 
again. God bless the road ahead. 

dream again

all shall be 
    well again

Ndlela Nhle

Father Thabiso, (Parish Priest)
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Change and
       Permanence

Stay forever blessed in the care of Christ the King!

 Father Peter Switala

Dear Friends,

If there are two themes that seem to crop up a lot in my consciousness they are certainly the themes of 
balance and the theme of change and permanence.  It is the latter theme that jumps up at me now.

In so many of the spheres of life that I have encountered recently the challenge of change, transformation or 
moving on has imposed itself quite dramatically. All of this at a time of life when one is inclined to want to find 
elements of stability and security. Indeed, perhaps its not merely me, but something that has taken most of 
us on a rollercoaster ride over the past few months. It almost seems that the whole world has had to reinvent 
itself on a regular basis. The pandemic certainly hasn’t helped.

As far as I am concerned, I had chosen to end my decades long association with CBC as I turned 60 about a year 
ago. To my mind it was an opportunity to come back to the more comprehensive sort of ministry associated 
with being in a parish. I felt that if a parish was prepared to be so accommodating as to think in terms 
of building the famous “Father Peter Flat” that I should offer to be more available for service to that parish.  
There were obvious complications and challenges with the building of the flat, yet lockdown necessitated an 
instantaneous change of residence for me. However, I chose to comply as immediately and as generously as I 
could, entering into that space with a positive, enthusiastic attitude. 

An enormous word of thanks to so many of you who rallied around so magnanimously to help make the move 
as comfortable as possible. Your efforts are greatly appreciated!  But come the end of lockdown... 
all of a sudden the new challenge was how soon I could move once again. I must be honest. It came as quite a 
shock when the Archbishop called me in and asked me: “So what would you like to do?” To tell the truth, what 
I really wanted was to stay put for a while longer. What was rather peculiar to me was the fact that there didn’t 
seem to be particular plans for what i should be doing or even where I was to go. All I knew was that I was 
being asked to vacate that space as soon as possible. Once again I had to think quick and creatively to scramble 
for some sense of stability. 

But is my story all that unique? 
Isn’t it the story of the parish as a whole, and the story of many parishioners in particular as well?  
Where do you find a sense of stability within the ever fluid waters of dramatic and immediate change?

Part of the answer, I think, lies in you parishioners coming to recognize the bottom line of who and what 
the parish is.  THE PERMANENCE OF THE PARISH IS ABOUT YOU!!! 
We priests and deacons necessarily will come and go to face new challenges. 
But you are the People of God.

It has been my honour and privilege to have been allowed to serve you at Queenswood over the past 25 
years, and as I move along to whatever new challenges the Lord places on my path, my prayer for you is 
that you will continue to find your place as the People of God, resilient to each new challenge that God 
places in your path.

face new challenges
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There is a season

03Deacon Tony Tweehuijsen.

farewell

home

There is a season
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
a time to be born, and a time to die; . . . .” so says the Book of Ecclesiastes! 
This reading came up during Mass the other day and was still going through 
my mind when Angela asked me to write an article for The Sceptre, 
even though I left the parish earlier in the year. 
Way back in my life, while I was still working and my kids were growing up, 
it had been my dream to go touring around the country when it was 
my time to go on pension. Plans were being thought up and when 
the time was ripe we would go off, but before that could happen, 
my late wife passed away and our plans fell apart.  However, the dream never left me.  
It then became clear that God had another plan for me and He called me to 
the deacon at and to serve him through serving the community at Christ the King.

This desire though to travel, has never quite left me and every time we would go 
on holiday we would look around at the possibilities of retiring somewhere in the countryside.  
We looked at the Knysna area, around the Howick area and other places but there was always 
some reason why it would be unpractical. Just by the way, we also looked 
at Bronkhorstspruit and there were possibilities there. 

It so happened that Jenny and I attended a one day retreat, presented by 
the Koinonia John the Baptist group at St Peter’s in Cullinan, where, 
through prayer and discernment, we began to feel the urge to pursue the move to Bronkhorstspruit. 
This led us to meet the sister in charge at Phumula, some eleven kilometers outside Bronkhorstspruit. 
In the retirement centre section of the organisation there was an open cottage available right away.  
We liked the environment and immediately felt ‘this is home’ and so we signed the papers to move in.  

At this stage I would like to make it clear that our move was not caused by any member of the clergy, neither did any of 
the parishioners influence our decision to move. At that stage I still had a year and a half before I would be allowed to 
request retirement from active deacon duty from our Archbishop.  Archbishop Dabula Mpako accepted my transfer 
request and he authorised my move to St Charles Borromeo Parish in Bronkhorstspruit.

As with everything else in the world this year, our planned ‘bidding farewell’ in April was totally disrupted 
by the Corona-virus pandemic which meant I never had the opportunity to  thank you, the parish, 
for all the love and friendship we have received over the years and we have not seen most of you since. 
We even had to get permission (a permit) from the police to make the move.  Anyway we are here at Phumula, 
which is not only an old age home and a retirement centre but also a farm of vegetables and farm animals, 
and surrounded by vast countryside.

I remember many years ago my first viewing of the spectacular artwork windows of Christ the King Church which 
was so beautiful and attractive, and still are. This was in 1968 when, as a young bachelor, I joined the parish 
with Fr. Denis Adami at the helm. Those who knew him will remember that he was an amazing and wonderful 
person and good at getting people involved in parish activities, from the youth group to house group leaders 
and many other parish activities. He really was a wonderful man with a basic parish theme of “community spirit” 
which has always been alive in the parish of Christ the King since then.

On the 12th of January 2012 Archbishop William Slattery ordained me a deacon and I still find it hard to 
realise that I have been granted this privilege. It was not my idea but a calling from God and this is what it has been, 
a calling and a great honour to serve for just over eight years. I don’t know what the parish got out of me but I know 
I have received so much and also so many blessings. We are told to count our blessings but I have long ago lost count of 
how many blessings I have received and the privileges of drawing closer to God. I really feel humble at being so close to 
God at the altar.

I want to take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you at Christ the King over all these past years for making 
me a better Christian and more fully alive. With over fifty years at Queenswood I feel you are all part of me, I can feel it in 
my bones, ha ha. It has also been an absolute joy and blessing to come into contact with the priests that 
I have encountered at Christ the King, including Fr. Thabiso Ledwaba whom I am sorry to have disappointed a bit 
by leaving when there was still much to do, but I know that there are always those parishioners around who are willing 
and able to help run the parish.

I would like to call on all the men that, if any of you in the parish even just have a slight nudge or thought of 
the deaconate, go and speak to your parish priest. It is such a great blessing which continues with you into 
your eternal life - you will remain a deacon forever.  I had not thought I could do something like this 
but it is the Holy Spirit that is the driving force. We are mere instruments of 
God’s plan with a great promise of reward at the end.
May you all remain blest and keep the Community Spirit alive at Christ the King. 

           God Bless. 
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The right ChoiceThe right Choice

I, Rev. Fr. Harry Maishe Bopape was born in a village called Winterveld, situated in the far North of Pretoria. 
My love for the Church began after many years of being an Altar Server. As the years continued to pass I began to 
develop a passion and love for the priesthood and made the decision to become a priest. The Holy Spirit had begun 
to play a huge part in my decision making. The challenge of taking up the vocation of being a priest within 
the Archdiocese of Pretoria became everything to me. I realized accepting my vocation, was paramount to making 
ministry a success. I began my formation and was sent to St. Philip Neri Colliguim back in 2009 which lasted for one 
year. It was a very challenging year adjusting to my new way of life, but I stuck with it and am grateful for that today.

In the following year (2010), I proceeded to St. Kizito seminary in Cape Town for a period of a year as part of my 
Orientation. I enjoyed my time there, it made me realise that my decision to become a priest had been the right 
choice for me. My Philosophical studies started in 2011 at St. John Vianney Seminary, Pretoria and this is where 
I had my first encounter with Fr. Thabiso who was one of my lecturers. I never imagined that one day he would 
become my mentor. Life has a strange way of working things out for us. Once the completion of my philosophical 
studies had arrived I proceeded to study Theological studies. I did my Pastoral Internship at Sacred Heart (Diepsloot) 
and St Agnes (Olivenhoutbousch). I completed my seminary formation in May 2019 and was ordained a Deacon on 10 
August 2019. Thereafter, I was sent to Marokolong (Hammanskraal) and Mmotla as a Deacon. 
My time spent there was a revelation as it introduced me to the Pastoral ministry. Through the grace of God, 
I was ordained a priest on 22 August 2020. I was then sent to Christ the King (Queenswood) to assist with Parish life. 
It was a challenge when I first arrived in the parish as it was lock-down, however with the help of the parishioners 
I began to settle down.

On 29th October 2020, I was appointed as Youth Chaplain for Archdiocese of Pretoria. I look forward to 
the challenges and am excited to begin my new assignment.

Yours in Christ

Frather Harry Bopape 

welcome04
Do you not know that you are 
God’s temple and that God’s 
Spirit dwells in you?

-1 Corinthians 3:16
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I would also like to take this opportunity to say farewell to Fr Peter. Fr Peter has played a significant role in my life 
and that of my family and I can only assume almost all our parishioners lives over his many years at Queenswood. 
I am reminded of the new priest’s ordination and the words of our excellency Arch Bishop Dabula. 
He noted that upon a priest’s ordination, they simply belonged to the Catholic church. 
As such, we THANK Fr Peter for his ultimate sacrifice and we wish him well on his new journey. His presence and 
wonderful preaching will be sorely missed.

We also bid farewell to Deacon Tony and Jenny, the “father and mother” of our parish. Once again, both have a 
special place in the hearts of my family and I, and of course our whole parish. It seems so strange not to see either 
of them in the pews or the corridors but I know that they have richly earned their time in Bronkhorstspruit. 
You are sorely missed as well.

We are also extremely honoured that one of our own, namely, Jason Lottering, was ordained as a Deacon. 
Jason is the first Deacon to be ordained in the Eastern Deanery since 1999. He has made us proud and whilst 
celebrations during COVID have been subdued, we will most certainly have a Christ the King Bash once 
we are allowed to and if it is deemed safe. We thank his parents Andre and Moira for giving us their gift and know 
that he will be looked after by us all.

We also welcome Fr Harry to our Parish. Fr Harry hails from Winterveld in Pretoria and worked in 
Hammanskraal as a Deacon. Queenwood is Fr Harry’s 2nd assignment. Fr Harry was ordained earlier this year and 
has joined our parish as the assistant Priest to Fr Thabiso. As a community, Fr Harry’s formation as a young and new 
priest remains the responsibility of the parish community, clergy and the leadership and we offer Fr Harry 
our unconditional support.         

Behind the scenes of all institutions like Christ the King are numerous people who give the time and efforts 
unconditionally to the parish. To all these volunteers, my fellow PPC members and our Clergy, 
let me take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for your uncompromising dedication, 
professionalism and enormous efforts in the Parish. We are richly blessed with people who are so 
selfless and continue to help others whilst affected by the pandemic. To the staff, other stakeholders and 
Parishioners, our thanks and appreciation go out to you for your continued support and contributions.

It would be remiss of me not to THANK our Commander in Chief Fr Thabiso. Fr, your larger than life presence has 
made us feel safe during this last 8 months. We have challenged you in ways that I am sure you have 
never experienced but know that you are loved and supported by your community. We will continue to work with 
you to once again fill our pews over the next year.

I wish each and every one of you a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. Please remain safe as the 2nd wave of 
this pandemic tightens its grip on us.  

Amidst all the challenges, we must remain resolute and steadfast in our faith. It is our faith that has given us the 
strength to look beyond the tragedies.   

REMEMBER that EVERYTHING WILL BE OK!

Has this not been a remarkable year… ?

Is faith not something remarkable… ?

Dear members of our Clergy, Members of the PPC, Staff, fellow Parishioners and other Stakeholders

As I write this final communication, I ponder about this year 2020!

I find myself two minded about this year. I wonder how many of us and our loved ones have lost their lives through 
this unforgiving pandemic. I see how it has dismantled everything that we have all built over years of hard work and 
sacrifice. It knows no prejudice and it haunts us daily. I see our once full parish barely filling the pews and my 
community living in fear. Wearing of masks has become a social norm and our conversations are filled with words 
like lock-down, pandemic, sanities and online to mention a few. What a tragic tale and yet it leads me to my other 
view.

EVERYTHING WILL BE OK!

We are alive…!

We will survive…!

2020 and COVID-19 offered us an opportunity to reset our lives and to dig deep and make sense of who we are 
and what is important. Families were forced to indulge each other in the hard lock-down and our faith was tested 
like never before. Whilst our pews remain empty, I can with confidence say that our community remains steadfast in 
their faith and continues to pray wherever they are.

Fathers’ Thabiso, Peter, Pheto, Matlala and Deacon Jason, we THANK YOU for your efforts during the lock-down. 
Had it not been for your meticulous work with the online masses and prayers, we would have all been lost. 
You connected with us all within the comforts and safety of our homes and your dedication and efforts are not 
unnoticed. This sudden and drastic change for us would not have been easy without your intervention.

Yours Sincerely

Shammy Naidoo (Parish Council Chair) 

Everything will 
            be ok!

make sense of who we are

05Everything will 
             be ok!
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Conference of 
   Charity

Conference of 
       Charity

Dating back to 1833, a young Law student in Paris was challenged to demonstrate what was being done to assist the Poor.   

Frederick Ozanam, aged only 19, with 6 young Catholic Friends formed the first “Conference of Charity “  
These 7 young men financed their works of charity from their own pockets and with contributions from friends.  They visit-
ed the poor in their homes and provided food and other necessities.

They were advised by the Superior of the Daughters of Charity Convent- Sr Rosalie Rendu & Monsieur Emmanuel Bailey to 
place their Charity under the Patronage of St. Vincent de Paul who had devoted his life in the 1600 ‘s to working with the 
poor in France.

Within a few years these 7 young men had inspired more than 600 members and from there spread across France and into 
the rest of the World. 

At Christ the King Parish the St Vincent de Paul Society elected a new President in June 2019 when Mona Vest advised her 
retirement.

Albert Matlheketlha who had served as the Conference Secretary for some years was elected and is still the 
current President of a small team.  The Conference Finances are still managed by Andre Vest as an Auxiliary Member whose 
years of dedication to the Society at Local & National level have made him a valued part of the Society.

All funds collected to assist Parishioners and others in need are from Donations some anonymous and others who have 
supported this worthy cause for many years with regular Bank deposits. 
The monthly collections, when members stood at the door after Mass were of great assistance to meet the needs. 

Sadly COVID 19 / Corona Virus Lock-down at the beginning of 2020 changed our Church life completely and 
with all Masses online and no Parishioners attending Mass in person the Collection bags have been put aside since March. 

Thankfully with the continued support of the direct deposits and careful managing of the finances the 
Team of St Vincent de Paul have been able to carry on assisting those most in need. 

Assistance was also provided to meet the Household expenses of our Priests for some months, 
as well as contributing funds towards costs of the Outreach food parcels which have been ongoing 
for families identified by Catholic Women’s League / Social Services.
As the Humanitas Cluster we have in the past also assisted our 
Youth with contributions towards their Soup Kitchen which before COVID-19 did great work among Students and Homeless.

We trust and pray that 2021 will bring a breakthrough in the vaccines needed to 
curb the virus which in turn will restore our Parish life also for the health 
and wellbeing of our Priests, Parishioners and our Families.

The Team of St Vincent de Paul is grateful to each and every person who 
has contributed towards the expenses of the Society in the past. 
Our Banking details are printed in the weekly bulletin and any contributions 
will make a difference in the work that we do.

Thank you and God Bless you all.

Albert Matlheketlha.

grateful

St Vincent de 
Paul Society
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Hope to see you soon.

Zoran Basich

So flee youthful passions and pursue 
righteousness, faith, love, and peace, 
along with those who call on the 
Lord from a pure heart.

-2 Timothy 2:22

07
Young Adults

Spotlight on 
     Apologetics

Young Adults started off this year passionately and dreaming big as we elected our first committee. We had been 
growing in numbers and had plans for four fundraising events for this year and participating in different outreach 
events. We were going to go to Ngome, and World Youth Day with the funds. We were also going to have a 
subcommittee that would prepare weekly topics and assist all in running one evening each. In February we had a 
successful cake sale just after Valentine’s day that was the first step in our ambitious fundraising plans. 
Then Covid 19 hit. For the first lock down level we did not do anything online. 

When we went into level 4 we started meeting online. Most of the people would join the meetings but it just was not 
the same as meeting in person. We realised our fundraising ambitions needed to be put on hold as well as the 
subcommittees. With most young adults attending online we decided to have a large theme where everyone could pick 
a topic and run young adults for that Monday night over Zoom. The topic was apologetics and there many subtopics to 
choose from.

The controversial ones were first covered with good sensitivity and week after week we had good attendance. 
After a few months of Zoom meetings numbers started to dwindle and it was hard to find people to present the next 
week’s topic. In October when the church reopened we decided to meet in person for young adults again. Numbers 
increased and we had two new people join us. It is going well with young adults again although not all could come back 
and join us, and we await eagerly for when they will. Although it has been a tough year we are in a happy and good 
kind of different position. If you would like to join us, please contact me on 0723990968.

Spotlight on       
       Apologetics
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STAY 
CONNECTED

08Unity by our 
           diversity

Unity by our 
           diversity

Even though physically, we were distant from each other, spiritually and emotionally we stayed connected
as one family. We didn’t stop there. Mass was also online so we, being of the tech-savvy age, held a digital youth day mass.
We couldn’t be more proud of our youth who continued to live close to God as they struggled and strived through such a pandemic.
To the youth class of 2020, Thank you 2020, we can collectively say, has been a challenging year and like all challenges in life, 
it called us to lift ourselves and adapt to the changes. 
And to those who are considering why you should become a part of the youth family, this is why!

“Never doubt a small group of thoughtful, concerned citizens. They can change the world” -Margaret Mead. 
There is also food and John Snow ( Matthew a youth leader grew his hair out.)

Youth Leader

Celine Houghton

remain united

“God, grant me the serenity to accept the things I  cannot change, the courage to change the 
things I  can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”  

Little did we know just how much that theme would unite us this year. 
We were truly heading into uncharted waters as we the new leaders took over youth this year. 
Well especially when “our” dictionary states Teenagers: noun.1. Someone ready to face the Zombie apocalypse 
but not the Math test tomorrow .”And so, we started it off the best way we knew how. Fear factor! 
I think we can all agree that, that was the start of a bond that is so strong. Not even a pandemic could break us. 
As we started learning and growing with each other, we noticed that: 
we can sing (scream) like angels when praising the “prince of peace.”. We have the “swaggy-iest” and “littest” 
moves when jamming to the golden oldies. We for sure know how to ask the difficult questions. 
Like “are you sure Jesus wasn’t the most handsome man you’ve ever met? I mean he is the son of God…”. 
We even discussed “how to Date the way God intended us to.” Bottom line youth is and will remain a place of 
comfort where we can ask the burning questions, no matter how much the leaders and the priest blush.

However, we would have to work even harder to remain united as the 
Corona pandemic hit and boy did it hit hard. As usual, the youth of today preserved thus the spiritual digital 
world came up as the new norm. Just imagine the divine “OG” Power mixing with “4G” power.  
It was fellowship and interaction in the comfort of your own home. From dress-up bible time to pajama Sunday. 
We had fun, learning about divine mercy and our lady’s apparitions all over the world. 
Drawing what this meant to us. Knowing that even during the hardships of being closed off from the world, 
that Mary and Jesus are with us. We then delve even deeper as we prepared for Pentecost and Trinity Sunday. 

Our 3-part weekend lessons challenged the youth to open their hearts to receiving the holy spirit even though 
they were miles from their spiritual homes. We were so privileged to have Deacon Jason join us 
in explaining Transfiguration and why he is becoming a priest.  
We were so filled with the holy spirit that we had to share it and so we did. Silverton’s St Augustine’s youth 
joined us for a digital inspirational night of poetry. When the world’s heart was on fire due to so much hatred 
and anger, we used our words to hold each other in solidarity and prayer against Gender-based violence and 
Racism. 
Luckily, during this period, technology-aided in ensuring that we were able to remain connected and 
caught up through various online platforms such as group video calls, videos of encouragement, TikTok videos, 
as well as other projects that included the youth. 
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Our call to serve
   our Lord

Our call to 
serve our Lord

Be safe and God Bless

Francis Manickum

Altar server 

Only fear the Lord and serve 
him faithfully with all your heart. 
For consider what great things he 
has done for you.

-1 Samuel 12:24

Lock-down was something very new to each one of us, the altar server ministry came to a grinding halt.  
My first Easter not being in church. Days turned to weeks, weeks to months and then our gradual return to church under 
level one lock-down at Christ The King Parish. We were blessed with participating Mass in a different way to maintain our 
Sunday obligation of keeping Holy the Sabbath day throughout lock-down.  
Participating online (internet, Facebook, you tube, Radio Veritas) either with our parish priests, the Pope, bishops and clergy 
throughout the world receiving Spiritual communion or attending another parish by 
having Mass in your cars in the church parking lot and receiving the Eucharist made us yearn for Christ.  

Return to church. Psalm 122:1, I  was glad when they said to me,” let us go to the House of the Lord.”
With the gradual return to church, compliance to legislation and preventing the spread of Covid -19 in public places were 
identified as high risk areas for spreading the virus, the church needed to gear itself into being responsible of not spreading 
this virus based on the lessons learnt from our brothers and sisters abroad.  
Refresher training took place, no longer collecting the offertory, limiting contact and practising social distancing, 
additional responsibilities with the likes of sanitizing parishioners before receiving Holy Communion, etc.  

Our number of altar servers had to be reduced to three. How we received communion, 
those that received it on the tongue had to adjust to receiving Jesus by hand and 
no longer receiving the precious blood or the anointing of the sick.   

Special thanks to:
1. All our Altar Servers for your services to this ministry, and 
2. Their families for their efforts to assist them serving Our Lord. 
3. Not everyone has returned to the altar serving, some are still on lock-down and we are grateful to those   
  individuals that have given themselves to this.
4. The team (Jerome Solomons, Kouadio Kablan, Kevin Tobias, Fr and not forgetting 
 our parish secretary Angela). Together we achieve more.
5. Deacon Tony our Trainer, you will be missed.

We need altar servers for our Sunday evening Mass, if you are interested please let me know.

Continue to pray for our altar servers, the Church, its leaders, parishioners, your families, 
communities and our country.  I share with you Psalms 91, 123, 124, 121, 116 and 104 that come alive during this pandemic.
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Keeping Spiritually
            fit

Keeping Spiritually
               fit

feed our faith 

get back up and start again

Fitness gurus tell us that the secret to success in health comes from making consistent and healthy lifestyle 
choices. This analogy of healthy habits can be applied to our Church life.

Our hearts and minds need the church, prayer, and God’s Word to feed our faith, to keep us rooted. Spiritual 
health requires consistent discipline. These habits are tough to keep because they aren’t flashy or fun. But they are 
vital. They keep us from getting derailed when we are tempted, doubt, fail or fear the unknown. 
Healthy habits of faith keep us running when everything in life tells us to quit.

Thankfully, Jesus Christ does not leave us to our own efforts. He gives us the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, 
working to grow us in godliness. When we drop a spiritual habit for a time, the important thing to remember 
is that we can get back up and start again.

Checking in on Renew Africa:

The Diocesan team for Renew Africa collected stories & experiences with regards to how the faithful were coping 
spiritually and finding new ways to enrich their faith during lock-down. Small faith sharing groups were active on 
WhatsApp & some met occasionally on Zoom. The focus for year-end has shifted to a preparation for the upcoming 
Diocesan Synod which will involve all the faithful.

Checking in on the Ecumenical  Desk:

All local programs were suspended during lock-down. Kairos International held a virtual live stream Annual 
Weekend Conference in July with the theme “Be Prepared”. Clips were posted for ease of access. With the easing of 
lock-down in South Africa, national, district & area council leadership teams started mobilising to look at how to 
energise and motivate weekend teams. ODI Soshanguve men’s team held a bring & braai on a farm 
in Pretoria North in August.

Reunion support groups for Chrysalis & Emmaus resumed their monthly gatherings, virtually on Zoom from July. 
The intention was to sustain fellowship with each other. Members gathered in their homes with bread and wine 
to share in virtual Communion. In October, the Gloriosa community was finally able to meet in person again. 
They celebrated with prayer and worship, giving thanks to God for carrying everyone through this year. 
Wearing of masks and social distancing was observed. Attendees brought their own camping chairs, 
picnic lunch and cutlery.

Since July, an ecumenical group met for praise, worship, prayer and scripture, every evening outside the oncology 
department @ Wilgers Hospital. They extended a welcome for others to come and join them. 
There were many testimonies of healing from both patients & frontline workers. 
This group moved to Leeukop in October. 

1000 Hail Mary’s:

Organised to bring October month of the Rosary to a triumphant close & transition into November’s 
commemoration of the dead. The theme of the day followed a walk through our lives from sunrise to sunset, 
from the Grotto of Our Lady in Loreto School grounds, into Christ the King church building and later 
in the afternoon, to Our Lady’s Grotto in the Garden of Remembrance. Confession was available before Mass, 
which brought the day’s proceedings to a close. Grateful for the support and turnout, 
with much appreciation to the organisers.     

In the early church, worship took place mainly in private homes. For many people, lock-down taught us that 
every day was a prayer, and that life was a form of personal worship, a perfect opportunity to catch up on many 
different online services, available to suit individual schedules. 

Counting our blessings of resilience & celebrating how far we’ve come

Sheila Houghton [ Vice Chair] 
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Baptisms

Deaths

Right of Christian 

  Initiation of Adults

Marriages

Baptisms

Deaths

RCIA

Marriages

Valencio Barretto  Mateo Barros
Liam Allen    Milena De Abreu
Dominic Brand   Scarlett Fredericks
Alexander Nair   Zöe Teixeira
Shaila De Sousa   Diego Dos Santos
Novah Marais

Maria Sardinha   Edith Whitfield
Antonio Mendes   Basil Davis
Patricia Adams   Ann Dahlen
Joan De Sousa   Jorge Serrāo
Antoon Brosens   Veronica Botha
Rosemarie Bell   Filomena Raffa
Mercia Latouf   Lynette Mc Guire
Maria da Silva   Giorgio Gricia
Cecily Hackney   Wendy Honneysett
Hilary Hay

Bukeka Mqalo   Juan-Theo Botha 
Paul Lado    Vicky Kamdom  
Serges Kamga   Nelso Jardim  
Fernando De Araujo

Daniella Rodrigues  &  Ricky de Freitas
Bernice Fernandes  &  Joao de Freitas
Demi Wadine  &  Lezaide Du preez

RI  P

New Life

12Welcome

11Mr & Mrs
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“        If anyone serves me, he must 
follow me; and where I  am, 
there will my servant be also. 
If anyone serves me, the Father 
will honor him.

-John 12:26
13Deacon Jason

             
    Ordination

Newly         
     Ordaned

congratulations
24



Home is where 
    the heart is

Home is where   
     the heart is

Pliny, a well-known Roman statesman stated that “Home is where the heart is.” 
This simple statement is key to understanding Loreto Education. Home is a place of love. 
A place filled with care, happiness, growth, learning, self confidence and support. It is a place in 
which we care enough to make a difference.

Our calling as Loreto School Queenswood is to become a second home. 
We are a school that not only serves one another, but also the community. We all strive to create a “Family Spirit.” 

At the same time, we cannot pretend that homes are free from stress, worry, and disagreements. 
The way in which we listen to each other and discern matters ultimately benefits all in our care. 

In all families, each member of the family plays an important role. Loreto has dedicated staff who aim 
to create a caring, supportive values-based environment where our learners feel safe, respected, and loved. 

Loreto School Queenswood believes that the greatest legacy anyone can leave is to positively impact the lives of
others. Whenever you add value to other people’s lives you are unknowingly leaving 
“footprints on the sands of time” that live on forever.

We would like to live on, in the hearts of all our pupils and we believe that what we teach them today will make them 
better world citizens tomorrow.

Our Motto is “We Grow Children for Life”.

We cater for Grade 000 to Grade 7, we are a catholic, co-ed school, in the leafy suburb of Queenswood, Pretoria.

Our community is made up of children from all backgrounds and it is here that lifelong friendships are formed.

We do not see numbers but personalities and characters that need to be guided and nurtured.

We believe that each child has the right to experience Joy, be guided by Truth and have the Freedom to 
discover their skills and talents and the choice to choose their path in life.

We always strive to create and an environment that teaches Justice and honor and encourage Sincerity.

Loreto Queenswood learners are taught to Respect their peers, their belongings, and their environment.

Just like any other home, it is our hope that when you trust us with your children, we will nurture them and 
guide them to be their best versions, no matter what grade they are in. 

Our ethos sums us up perfectly:

Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation is a movement that is an integral part of our Loreto Education system 
and it is enforced in our Loreto schools all over the world. It is not just something we do but rather an atti-
tude of mind which can change our lives, our way of looking at things, a way by which we relate to others and 
bind us into a community working together for a better world.

We offer the following for all our students:

Sports
Choir
Robotics
Learn to swim for all the children 
Academic support
School library
Online classes during these difficult times of a pandemic
For children that need the services:
• Speech Therapist
• Pastoral Councillor
• School Psychologist
Vision and hearing screening in relevant grades

Family Spirit

Sports CHOIR

reading Week PRESCHOOL

14Loreto Primary 
          School
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15 Finance
The policy framework of the Archdiocese of Pretoria makes it mandatory for every Parish Pastoral Council to have 
several subcommittees, one of which is the Parish Finance Committee. This Committee is required to assist 
the parish priest in the administration of the temporal goods of the parish by facilitating proper consultation and 
common action within the ambit of the pastoral vision or mission statement of the parish.

Every parish is faced with the challenge to be self-supportive and self-sustaining financially. This entails meeting 
the need to support the priest, to maintain the parish buildings and equipment, and to cater for the daily running of 
the parish. The year 2020 has been exceptionally challenging due to the arrival of the Coronavirus. 
The lock-down curtailed our income by thirty percent and depleted what little reserves we had. This put paid to our 
hopes of making good some of the deficit that had been accumulated at the end of 2019. A number of maintenance 
projects had to be postponed during the year and our expenditure pattern adjusted in order to match our reduced 
income. 

We are eternally grateful to those parishioners and others who increased their tithing’s or made additional dona-
tions during the year; these contributions went a long way to keep the parish afloat under extremely difficult circum-
stances. The coming year 2021 will be equally challenging for the parish; we start the year on ground zero and rely 
heavily on 
the continued support of our parishioners. But it is not only material support that is needed; we need committed 
individuals to lead and co-ordinate the various activities in the parish, as well as willing hands that are ready to 
support them with some of their time when summoned to do so. Keep an eye on the parish bulletin for particulars.
          
The financial statements for 2019 are enclosed for general insight and discussion at the next Annual General Meeting. 
As a precautionary measure, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, the AGM has been postponed to July 2021. 
It is envisaged that the financial statements for 2020 will also be available at that stage for discussion. 
In the meantime, parishioners are welcome to direct any questions they may have regarding the financial statements 
for 2019 to the finance team using the email address finance@christking.org.za.  

May the Good Lord bless and keep you all safe over the Christmas period and into the coming New Year.

(Registration number PBO 930014229)

Financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2019

General Information:

Country of Incorporation and domicile      South Africa

Nature of business and principal activities    Catholic Parish Church

Registered office        1154 Woodlands Drive
          Queenswood
          Pretoria 
          0081

Bankers         Standard Bank

Practitioners         Fourie and Botha Auditors

Level of assurance         These financial statements have not been audited or independently   
          reviewed.

Preparer         The financial statements were independently compiled by:
          WM Fourie CA (SA)
          Fourie and Botha Auditors

Approval:

The annual financial statements have been prepared on the going concern basis and are not subject to any material changes to the pres-
ent financial status. The Annual financial statements as set out on pages 4-8 were approved by the Parish Council and were signed on their 
behalf by:

Parish Priest         Parish Finance Chair

Date: 19 November 2020

“Administering the Temporal Goods 
              of the Parish”

“Administering the Temporal Goods 
              of the Parish”

Yours in Jesus Christ!

André Vest [Chair: Parish Finance Committee] 

Grateful

CHRIST THE KING 
CATHOLIC CHURCH QUEENSWOOD

29 30



Finance

Practitioner’s Compilation Report

To the Parish Council of Christ The King Catholic Church Queenswood

We have compiled the financial statements of Christ The King Catholic Church Queenswood, as set out on Pages 4-8, based on information 
you have provided. These financial statements comprise the statement of financial position of Christ The King Catholic Church Queenswood 
as at 31 December 2019, the statement of comprehensive income for the year then ended, and a summary of significant accounting policies 
and other explanatory information.

We performed this compilation engagement in accordance with International Standard on Related Services 4410 (Revised), 
Compilation Engagements.

We have applied our expertise in accounting and financial reporting to assist you in the preparation and presentation of these financial 
statements in accordance with the International Financial Reporting Standard of Small and Medium-sized Entities. We have complied with 
relevant ethical requirements, including principles of integrity, objectivity, professional competence and due care.

These financial statements and the accuracy and completeness of the information used to compile them are your responsibility.

Since a compilation engagement is not an assurance engagement, we are not required to verify the accuracy or completeness of the 
information you provided to us to compile these financial statements. Accordingly, we do not express an audit opinion or a review conclusion 
on whether these financial statements are prepared in accordance with the International Financial Reporting Standard for Small and 
Medium-sized Entities.

Date: 19 November 2020

Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 2019

Figures in Rand          2019     2018

Assets
Currents Assets

Inventories           68,057     100,828
Trade and other receivables        15,394     24,016
Cash and cash equivalents         580,067    1,210,544
            663,518    1,335,388

Equity and Liabilities
Equity

Trust funds           1,150,291    1,836,574
Accumulated loss          (658,528)    (661,730)
              491,763    1,174,844

Liabilities
Current Liabilities

Trade and other payables         171,755     160,544

Total Equity and Liabilities         663,518    1,335,388

Statement of Comprehensive Income

Figures in Rand          2019     2018

Revenue
Planned giving and collections        1,506,518    1,692,142
Donations received          268,404    56,571
Cellphone Tower Rent         153,674    144,176
Fundraising           30,517     -
Stole fees           24,777         30,491
Interest Received          14,038     62,064
Repository           -     15,424
            1,997,928    2,00,868

Operating expenses
Employee costs          (404,451)    (462,877)
Security           (401,923)    (413,101)
Archdiocese assessments         (256,850)    (360,000)
Liturgy            (114,848)    (98,700)
Priests Allowances          (109,697)    (175,843)
Utilities           (101,871)    (101,975)
Accounting fees          (78,000)    (72,000)
Repairs and maintenance         (74,613)    (83,361)
Household expenses         (68,639)    (65,143)
Transport, Travel & Accommodation       (48,693)    (25,885)
Telephone and fax          (47,888)    (32,498)
Cash collections fee          (44,848)    -
Entertainment          (30,219)    (26,730)
Deacon Costs           (35,462)    (32,496)
Printing and Stationery         (33,336)    (45,468) 
Insurance           (39,062)    (35,785)
Bank charges           (23,228)    (58,761)
Subscriptions           (14,981)    (24,666)
Fixed assets           (12,927)    (100,456)
Cleaning           (12,773)    (7,535)
Functions           (11,492)    (24,527)
Consulting fees          (9,399)     (10,430)
Retreats           (7,007)     (11,790)
Bad debts           (5,025)     (16,204)
Donations           (4,243)     (18,674)
Repository loss          (2,397)     -
Catechist           (854)     -
            (1,994,726)    (2,304,905)

Surplus/ (deficit) before transfers (to)/from trust funds    3,202     (304,037)
Transfer (to)/from tryst funds        -     (115,649)
Surplus/ (deficit) for the year        3,202     (419,686)
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Accounting Policies

General information

Christ The King Catholic Church Queenswood is an organisation funded in South Africa and its principal activities is that of 
a Catholic Parish Church.

1. Basis of preparation and summary of significant accounting policies

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting polices as set out below. These polices have been consis-
tently applied to all the years presented, unless otherwise stated.

These financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention and are presented in South African Rands.

These accounting policies are consistent with the previous period.

1.1 Investments

Non-current assets investments are carried at market value at the balance sheet date. Increases or decreases in the carrying amount of the 
non-current assets are recognised as equity in the revaluation reserve.

1.2 Inventories

Inventories are measured at the lower of cost and estimated selling price less costs to complete and sell, on the first-in, first-out (FIFO) basis.

1.3 Revenue

Revenue is recognised when it is received.
Interest is recognised, in profit or loss, using the effective interest rate method.

1.4 Fixed Assets

Fixed assets are written off to expenditure in the year of acquisition.

Finance
Notes to the Financial Statements

Figures in Rand          2019     2018

2. Trade and other receivables

Trade receivables          11,128     19,750
Deposits           4,266     4,266
            15,394     24,016

3. Cash and cash equivalents

Cash and cash equivalents consist of:

Cash on hand           10,139     68,815
Bank balances          569,928    1,143,729
            580,067    1,210,544

     

4. Trust funds

2019

    Opening  balance  Donations received &  Expenditure   Total
        Transfers from income
        statement

Adami fund   149,160    169,141     (40,329)   277,972
Cathechetics   6,556    73,521     (74,860)   5,217
Fr Peter Place Fund  305,601   51,950     (54,221)   303,330
Garden of 
Remembrance fund  73,212    98,147     (39,386)   131,973
Micro Grid fund  1,234,128   -     (909,082)   325,046
Outreach fund  64,965    201,566    (200,722)   65,809
Youth fund   1,350    -     (1,350)    -
Soup Kitchen fund  996    13,477     (11,453)    3,020
Young adults fund  606    -     -    606
Renovation fund  -    16,132     -    16,132
MAP Fund   -    8,538     -    8,538
Deanery fund   -    12,648     -    12,648

    1,836,574   645,120     (1,331,403)   1,150,291

2018

    Opening  balance  Donations received &  Expenditure   Total
        Transfers from income
        statement

Adami fund   178,936    228,304    (258,080)   149,160
Cathechetics   -    62,360     (55,804)   6,556
Fr Peter Place Fund  9,354    296,247    -    305,601
Garden of 
Remembrance fund  43,882    72,028     (42,698)   73,212
Micro Grid fund  1,259,363   4,315     (29,550)   1,234,128
Outreach fund  89,462    190,074    (214,571)   64,965
Youth fund   1,350    -     -    1,350
Soup Kitchen fund  -    11,144     (10,148)   996
Young adults fund  -    606     -    606
Renovation fund  241,192    115,649     (356,841)   -

    1,823,539   980,727    (967,692)   1,836,574

Figures in Rand          2019     2018

5. Trade and other payables

Trade payables          171,755    160,544

6. Taxation

No provision had been made for 2019 tax as the organisation is a Public Benefit Organisation operated not for profit and is exempt 
from taxation. 

2019

2018

financials
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C h r i s t  t h e  k i n g
w e e k ly  S c h e d u l e

PA R I S H 
M I N I S T R I E S

Saturday Evening
Confessions       5.00 pm   
(Vigil Mass for Sunday)      6.00 pm

Sunday
Mass        8.00 am
Catechism Gr 1 - 7      9.15 am during school term
Mass         10.00 am
Youth         4.00 to 6.00 pm still to be decided 
Mass         6.30 pm
Baptisms        First Sunday of the month
Baptism classes       3rd Tuesday evening of every month
 
Monday
Evening Prayer       5.15 pm 
Confessions        5.30 pm
Mass         6.00 pm

Tuesday
Evening Prayer       5.15 pm
Confessions        5.30 pm
Mass         6.00 pm
Adult Classes / RCIA* / Bible Study     7.00 pm

Wednesday
Evening Prayer       5.15 pm
Mass        6:00 pm

Thursday
Morning Prayer       7.40 am
Mass         8.00 am at the school during the term otherwise in the church
Bible Study       9.00 am
Catechism Gr 8, 9, 10 and Confirmation   6.00pm
Mass        6.00 pm

Friday
Evening Prayer       5.15 pm
Confessions        5.30 pm
Mass         6.00 pm
Soup Kitchen       5.30 pm

First Friday
School Mass during term     8.00 am in the church
Exposition       5.00 pm
Benediction       5.40 pm
Healing Mass       6.00 pm
Musical Adoration       7.00 pm 

Public Holidays
Mass        8.00am

*RCIA: RIGHT OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS
Some times have changed this year due to Covid

Parish Priest
Fr Thabiso Ledwaba
Tel: 012 333 4738 / 083 669 7329
frthabiso@christking.org.za

Assistant Priest
Fr Harry Bopape
072 358 1545 / bopapehm@gmail.com

Parish Secretary 
Angela Solomons
012 333 4738 / secretary@christking.org.za

Parish Council Chair 
Shammy Naidoo
060 960 9265 / shammy@sapphireauto.co.za

Vice Council Chair
Sheila Houghton
061 619 8308 / magic15.sh@gmail.com

Council Secretary
Marie Louise Samuels
082 3389 8086 / marielouisesamuels@gmail.com

Finance Committee
Andre Vest
082 459 4792 / Vestandre49@gmail.com

Adult Instruction and Formation 
Jason Blignaut 
rcia@christking.org.za

Bookings for Dennis Adami Centre
Mona Vest  
012 333 3328

Bookings for  Dennis Adami Hall
Goretti de Souza Allegria   
083 259 9620 / goretti@tonysliquor.co.za

Altar Servers
Francis Manickum 
081 791 3992

Catechism Coordinator
Celeste Coetzer
082 786 2604

Perpetual Adoration Coordinator
Angela Solomons
012 333 4738 / Secretary2christking.co.za

Family Ministry
Sheila Houghton
082 770 6412 / familyministry@christking.org.za

Food Parcels for Vulnerable Families
Louis Craddock
082 829 8105

Funeral  Teas (weekdays only)
Mona Vest
012 333 3328

Ministry to the Sick
Gillian Coetzee
ctksicklist@gmail.com

Repository
Gillian
071 562 3348 or secretary@christking.org.za

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Albert Matlheketlha
082 828 4714 / tafavalue@gmail.com

Youth Group
Celine Houghton / Matthew Hoods
084 448 7972 / 076 608 1825



Wishing
YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY A WARM 

AND MEMORABLE

christmaschristmas

“        For to us a child is born, to us 
a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.

-Isaiah 9:6




