Christ the King Queenswood
Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes – September 2019

1. Meeting Details
1.1 Date: 9 October 2019
1.1.1 Note that the September meeting was only held in October due to availability of key members.
1.2 Time: 18h05 – 20h35
1.3 Venue: Denis Adami House
1.4 Attendees:
• Fr Thabiso Ledwaba (President)
• Fr Peter Switala
• Deacon Tony Tweehuijsen
• Zoran Basich (Acting Chair)
• Sheila Houghton (Acting Vice Chair)
• Celesté Coetzer (Acting Secretary)
• Debbie Bosman
• Goretti de Souza
• Matthew Hoods
• Celine Houghton
• Carol Masoek
• Albert Matlheketlha
• Traude Rijfkogel
• Kevin Tobias
• Mona Vest
1.5 Apologies:
• David Baloyi
• Daniella Ferreira
1.6 Absent:
• None

2. Opening
2.1 Opening Prayer: Deacon Tony
2.2 Apologies: See 1.5
2.3 Matters Arising from Previous Minutes:
2.3.1 Correction: Signed by Acting Vice Chair not the Chair.
2.3.2 Correction to Kairos Prison Ministry update: For Kgosi Mampuru Ladies Prison Ministry, Sheila has
been asked to be the Observing Leader for 2020, the Leader for 2021, and the Advising Leader for
2022.
2.3.3 Renew Africa 3-day mission: Generally agreed that it is a positive thing. Prefer 3 consecutive days as
opposed to 1 every 3 weeks. Fr Thabiso was thinking of doing it as preparation for the Parish Feast
and then Vespers on Friday. Specifically wanted a parish retreat before the feast day. Sheila
confirmed the program can be adjusted from October to November. Decide on 19 – 21 November.
Finance meeting will then move to 14 November.
2.4 Acceptance of Previous Minutes:
2.4.1 Proposed By: Kevin Tobias.
2.4.2 Seconded By: Traude Rijfkogel
2.5 Minutes Signed as correct by President and Chair.
1|Page

CTKQW PPC Minutes – September 2019

3. PPC Election
3.1 465 parishioners participated in the voting. 38 ballots were spoilt (generally because the same person
was selected for multiple roles). 427 ballots were valid.
3.2 Results:
3.2.1 Shammy Naidoo was elected as PPC Chair.
3.2.2 Sheila Houghton was elected as PPC Vice Chair.
3.2.3 Marie-Louise Samuels was elected as Secretary. Have not yet been able to reach her to notify her of
the results.
3.3 Would like all three to attend the coming weekend Masses (12, 13 October) so as to be introduced to
the parish.
3.4 Fr Thabiso will have a meeting with them to discuss handover. Would also like the three of them to sit
together to plan the Feast of Christ the King (24 November), where it is hoped that they will take an
Oath of Office at the 10h00 Mass.
3.5 From now until 24 November, all other committees that form part of the PPC are asked to hold their
internal elections, if any are required. Zoran noted that not all committees have candidates available for
election – they representative is generally the only available volunteer from that group. Fr Thabiso noted
that we should look at restructuring in the future to define more formal structures.
3.6 On 24 November, the old PPC will transition to the new PPC. The new PPC will hold office for 3 years.
3.7 Request that all nominees for Chair, Vice and Secretary remain as members of the PPC.
3.8 Fr Thabiso to check the Constitution in terms of having a PPC “Executive” body. If provision is made for
such, would like to ask the 3 elected members and 3 other nominees to form this Executive body. The
function of the Executive body would be look at the relevant issues raised at the PPC in more detail.
3.9 The Parish PPC Constitution will need to be updated to ensure alignment with Diocesan requirements.
This will then need to be signed off by Fr Thabiso and the Chair.
3.10 PFC will be appointed by the PPC. Fr Thabiso would at very least like the PFC Chair to be confirmed
by 24 November so that he/she can also take an Oath of Office.
3.11 New office bearers will only attend the PPC meeting after their presentation to the parish. There
may be various smaller meetings with them prior to this. After some discussion, it was subsequently
decided that the PPC meeting of 31 October will include the new members, in order to welcome them
into the PPC and to prepare for the Oath Taking. If was further noted that the PFC would be confirmed in
this meeting.
3.12 Only the three elected members are required to attend the Diocesan PPC training but all are
encouraged.

4. Chairman’s Report
[Zoran]
4.1 PPC Elections:
4.1.1 Initially experienced challenges with the nomination process. Lessons learnt: Miscommunication
around things being in place (paperwork, pens). Deacon Tony ended up going to all the Masses to
ensure the papers were all there. Then requested the PPC to assist at all the Masses. We did run out
of voting papers – just printed more.
4.1.2 Many people indicated they didn’t know the candidates. Next time round, the nominees should
introduce themselves at the Masses so that people know who they are. Can even do a little video bio
and post online.
4.1.3 Request a bit more of a formal plan. So that next time, a certain number of weeks before AGM, the
nominations are done to allow for the nominees to present themselves to the parish before the
actual voting. Also need to be clear on the actual process (printing etc).
4.1.4 Someone mentioned that nominees shouldn’t be part of handing out voting forms. But this is not
considered a risk, as they are not part of the voting process.
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4.1.5

There was another nominee – Edgar but were not able to get hold of him to notify him of the
nomination. Not to be included in the Executive body.
4.1.6 Proposal to introduce more technology but then do we really extend to people who are not
attending Mass? For consideration next time round.
4.1.7 Current PPC will sit for 3 years but look to do the planning at the start of the last year.
4.2 Youth Feedback:
4.2.1 Communication re Youth went out before Danny was notified. Zoran then confirmed with Deacon
Tony that we need to follow the process that was defined at the last PPC, whereby Fr Thabiso needs
to sit down with the Youth and then there needs to be a secret ballot. Deacon Tony noted that he
was asked 3 or 4 weeks after the last PPC as to why nothing had happened. An opportunity came up
for him and Angela to discuss with Matthew and Celine and a skeleton plan was setup. Soon after
there was a Diocesan Youth meeting that Angela attended on Fr Thabiso’s instruction.
4.2.2 Celine: When Danny left, four Youth members were put in charge. Ryan, Shannon and Michael were
not able to continue due to other commitments. This left Celine but she was not comfortable with
the way things were running (in terms of Danny taking responsibility for everything). Need guidance
from senior people (e.g. Tony and Angela) to ensure that things do not go off track. Plan is to have
Celine and Matthew lead and have “trainee leaders” to learn from them. General agreement that
this is a good way to work. Especially with a pair of leaders.
4.2.3 There is a strong desire from the parish to see the Youth active. Fr Thabiso encouraged them to be
visible.
4.2.4 Matthew request that we put our trust in the leadership team. They are ready for the next step to
grow the community.
4.3 Tony MacDonald had indicated that the electrical board on the way to the sacristy is not up to standard
(it’s very messy inside). Needs to be address by the micro grid project. Tony took it up with Anthony
Pearton this afternoon. He will follow up on it. Haven’t yet done electrical compliance as the project is
still in progress. Kevin asking why not just finish the church first and then do across the road. PFC will
discuss with Anthony.

5. Pastor’s Report
[Fr Thabiso] No report submitted prior to meeting.
5.1 AGM took place and some feedback from the parish was noted. Online feedback is currently open. There
is also a letter that was interrupted at the AGM that needs to be addressed. Will look at this as part of
the handover to the new PPC. Clergy and Zoran will have a specific look at the details of the letter.
5.2 At a Diocesan level, the new Arch Bishop is busy familiarising himself with the various structures of the
Diocese. He will be visiting Queenswood at the end of October 2019 (as part of the Confirmation
celebrations). Fr Thabiso seek to understand what has traditionally been done to welcome the Arch
Bishop. It was noted that the hall would be available on that date, so there is an option of a bring and
braai. However, Fr Thabiso wanted to discuss with the PPC first before extending an invite to the Arch
Bishop. It was noted that attendance to an event on that date might be difficult due to the Confirmation
and many candidates wanting to have their own celebrations. Also, parishioners that traditionally attend
the 10h00 Mass may elect to attend another Mass due to the long duration and large number of visitors
at the Confirmation. Fr Peter noted that we should encourage a group celebration of the Confirmation
going forward. Welcome event to be discussed further when discussing Finance.
5.3 Clergy will be having a policy meeting / workshop with the Arch Bishop in the first week of December.
This is to review the various policies on Sacraments, funerals, administration, etc. and to ensure
alignment across the parishes in the Diocese.
5.4 Fr Thabiso was contacted by a family that belongs to the Dutch Reform Church. They indicated that they
have family members in the Queenswood Wall of Remembrance and would like to secure another spot.
Fr Thabiso ask if we normally accept people from other denominations. It was noted that we do accept
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rom other parishes (e.g. several people have requested to relocate remains from Sunnyside to
Queenswood). Deacon Tony observed that at a principle level, we should be open to all Christian faiths
based on the fact that the Pope is very open to inviting all these to Christ’s family. Fr Thabiso noted
though that many of these faith’s do not even acknowledge the Pope as an authority. After some
discussion, it was noted that there is a practical issue with space. We have a responsibility first and
foremost to provide space for our own community. Fr Peter also pointed out that the more we include
non-Catholics, the less control we have over what happens with the space in terms of enforcing Catholic
principles. It was agreed that going forward, the Garden of Remembrance should be reserved for
Catholics.
5.5 An 08h00 Mass is planned on the morning of All Souls (2 November, Saturday) in the Garden of
Remembrance. Last year, a special Mass was held at this time of year for parents that have lost children
(including those that have lost children in utero, as these parents often were not given opportunities to
mourn their lost children). This year, there is the option of holding this on All Saints, which technically
falls on the first Friday and so coincides with the monthly healing Mass. Alternatively, this could be done
during the Holy Innocents Mass but as this is between Christmas and New Year’s, many people may be
away. Fr Thabiso recommended that All Souls should not be used to single out specific groups.
5.6 Special thanks to the organisers of the Spring Walk.

6. Finance Report
[Goretti] No report submitted prior to meeting.
6.1 Title Deed is not correct one.
6.2 Kneeler design is outstanding.
6.3 Plastic bottles for holy water are quite expensive. Have purchased last batch but have decided that will
not be buying again. Discussion about getting better prices. Also, there is an option to get people to pay
as they do for the candles. Deacon Tony note that other parishes ask them to bring their own. But the
supplying of bottles at Queenswood appears to have been the practice. Consider selling them from the
repository.
6.4 Collections have improved in August but tithing is much less. Finances are still rocky. Will wait for new
committee before putting renewed energy into tithing.
6.5 Micro grid: Have started at the hall. Batteries are in. Still quite a bit to be done.
6.6 Finance: Need to replace two who have left (Shammy, Monica).
6.7 Arch Bishop welcome: This is his first visit to the parish. Suggest putting out lists to see who would come.
And then do a bring and braai. But concerned about low numbers. Alternative is to do a PPC / PFC lunch.
Another challenge is we don’t know how long the Mass will run for. Alternative is to have a lunch
prepared for just the clergy.
6.8 Christmas tree: Have spoken to Mark and Angela. Start announcements from beginning November. Put
tree out from 1 December. All gifts to be back by 15 December. We already support a number of homes
but can accommodate more. Possibly consider Mercy House in Capital Park.

7. Denis Adami Hall
[Goretti] No report received.
7.1 Nothing to report.

8. Liturgy
[Deacon Tony] No report submitted prior to the meeting.
8.1 Need to start forming committees for the different ministries.
8.2 Bereavement course went well.
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9. Technology
[Kevin] No report submitted prior to the meeting.
9.1 Fr Thabiso concerned about sound – recently there was feedback. Sometimes there is a delay in the
display, it needs to be more prompt.
9.2 Possibly need to have a joint meeting with all the operators to learn from each other. Then report back
in the next AGM.
9.3 Consider moving the speaker that is upstairs away as it makes it difficult for the operator to hear if there
are sound problems. Or perhaps put it on its own volume control.
9.4 Debbie will send FHC Mass details to Deacon Tony. Note that there are different musicians for these
Masses.

10.

Adoration

[Angela] No report received.

11.

Justice and Peace

[David] No report received.

12.

Outreach

[Traude]
12.1

Refer to report.

13.

SSVP

[Albert]
13.1 Only have four active members, in practice only three as the 4th person is international and only here
for a time. President. No Deputy. Secretary not so active, so Albert assists. Someone handling finances.
Worried that there is no capacity. Have been trying for so long to get new people in.
13.2 People benefiting from SSVP are mostly not members of this parish.
13.3 Have a good balance in the bank but it is sitting there.
13.4 Need to improve visibility as to what the groups do, what volunteering entails, and what they need.
Need to do a mini profile – get out on all the channels. Maybe speak at all the Mass. Need to approach
people that may be interested in volunteering. Look at creating a separate handout with info on SSVP.

14.

Renew Africa

[Sheila] No report received.
14.1

Nothing to report.

15.

Social Committee

[Carol]
15.1
15.1.1
15.1.2
15.1.3
15.1.4
15.1.5

Spring Walk:
Thank-you to those who embraced Heritage Day.
Had almost 160 participants, including many from other parishioners.
Had zero budget. After expenses, made R 23K.
Were some teething problems but all in all went well. Chris measured 5 laps = 12.5KM.
This will now be an annual event.
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15.1.6 Some feedback from participants. Some were asking if it could not maybe be turned into a sports
day. But then feeling that we should rather focus on the Walk and if we want to, do sports day as a
separate event.
15.1.7 Arrangements were made with Council, SAPS, etc. Carol will draft a comprehensive report, just busy
with finalising the monies.
15.1.8 Chris was very helpful.

16.

Catechism

[Celeste]
16.1

Refer to report.

17.

Youth

[Celine, Matthew] No report received.

18.

Young Adults

[Zoran] No report received.

19.

General Matters

19.1 Kairos Prison Ministry update: No report received. Nothing to report.
19.2 LifeLine update: No report received. Nothing to report.
19.3 Gloriosa Community: No report received. Nothing to report.
19.4 Mission Month: Clarity requested regarding 2nd collection – every Sunday or only one? Fr Thabiso
understands it to be only one (20 October).
19.5 Meeting Guidelines: It was again requested that all reports be submitted and reviewed prior to the
meeting, so that the meeting can be more focused. It is important to be conscious of time.
19.6 Online Feedback:
19.6.1 Need to draft a process, possibly in a Saturday workshop, as to how to deal with feedback on a
continuous basis. Also need to follow up on those that have indicated a willingness to volunteer.
19.6.2 Need to categorise the feedback into different groups for actioning.
19.6.3 Consider 2 November for a workshop on the feedback, 09h30 – 12h00.
19.6.4 Quick wins:
19.6.4.1
Regarding the request for more openness raised at the AGM, this can easily be handled by
publishing the minutes and/or actions from the meetings and extending invites to the general parish
(though non-members could attend but not necessarily participate in the meetings).
19.6.4.2
Could have an “Unsung Heroes” program to introduce the parish to the people who work in
the background to keep the parish running.

20.

Closing

20.1
20.2

Confirmation of Next Meeting: Thursday 31 October 2019, 18h00.
Closing Prayer: Fr Thabiso
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Minutes Compiled By:
Signed Off By:

Celeste Coetzer

Name + Date + Signature
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